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OIL AND GAS LEASING IN THE EASTERN PORTION
OF THE CEDAR CITY FIELD OFFICE

UT-040-08-036

1 INTRODUCTION/ PURPOSE AND NEED

This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared by the Buleanddflanagement

(BLM) Utah State Office (USO) to supplement analysis found in the existing land use plan
(LUP) regarding the potential environmental impacts of oil and gas leasing on lands in the
eastern portion of the Cedar City Field Office (CCFO). HAsrepresents a programmatic
analysis that contains argade descriptions of existing resources and provides a broad
environmental impact analysis. The direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental effects that
would result from implementing the altatives are disclosed in this E&& required by the

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 USC 433#17)and Council on
Environmental Quality regulations (40 CFR 150808).

The EA assists the BLM in project planning and ensuring compliaitbeNEPA, and in making

a determination as to whether any #dAsignifican
ASigni ficanceod i s codifefinragealationit40 CNREIBOS.27dImedEA i s

provides evidence for determining whetheptepare an Environmental Impact Staten{&h$)

or a statement of AFi ndi nglfteefdeciSimamaRer determihasc a n t
that this projectould resultimi s i gni f i cant &ISwaoulglzerepared farthee n a n
project If not, a Decision Recordiould be signed for the EA, approving the selected

alternative A FONSI statement documents the reasons why implementation of the selected
alternative would not result in Asignificanto
alrealy addressed ithe Final Cedar Beaver Garfield Antimony Resource Management Plan

(CBGA RMP; BLM 1984) and thRecord of Decision (ROD) on the Final Cedar Beaver

Garfield Antimony Resource Management Plan/Final Environmental Impact Sta{@B&3d

FRMP/FEIS; BLM 1989.

The scope of this EA is limited to lanttetoverlie federalminerak managed by the BLNh the
eastern portion of the CCFO, which encompasses approxind@&@J§00total acres in

southwestern Utal{gure ). This EA includes a broad analy of the impacts of implementing

the Proposed Action or other alternatives, to which subsequent specific proposals would be
tiered. Subsequent decision documents prepared for specific leasing proposals would tier to, or
incorporate by reference, relevaections of this programmatic EA. Tiering to this EA would
allow the BLM to developrojectspecific proposals that concentrate on the issues relevant to a
particular proposed project. This EA will be used to determine the necessary measures that
couldbe included as stipulations, lease notices, special conditions or restrictions on future leases
as necessary to protect the resources within the CR@ analysis serves to verify

conformance with the approved LUP and provides rationale for choosiiejetolands from

leasing as well as providing rationale for attaching additional lease stipulations and notices to
manage resources.



Cedar City Oil and Gas Leasing (Eastern Portion) Draft Programmatic Environmental Assessment

Figure 1. BLM-administered lands included in the analysis.



